
                     Deal & Walmer Allotment Holders Association 

                              Tenancy Agreement and Rules  

 

1. Association Management  

a. Every plotholder is a member of the Association. Members who have not paid their rent will not 

be eligible to participate in any ballot.  

b. The amount of rent payable per plot per annum will be agreed by members at the AGM. Each 

annual rental period will start on November 1 and the rent is due on that date. If by the end of 

November the member has not paid the plot rental they will be required to pay a penalty fee of £10. 

If a member has still not paid by January 1 their tenancy will be terminated.  

c. Any member who wishes to terminate their membership must do so in writing to the secretary.  

Anyone who gives up a plot or whose membership is terminated by the committee has the right to 

remove from the plot any of the items listed below before a new plotholder takes over. The member 

has a maximum of 28 days to remove these items. The 28 day period will begin on the date of their 

letter to the secretary or, in the case of a plotholder whose membership is terminated by the 

committee, on the date of the secretary’s letter to them. The plot can be re-let during this period.    

* Any shed, greenhouse, polytunnel or chicken coop erected by the member   

* Any bushes or trees growing on the plot   

* Any produce which can be harvested from the plot during the 28 day period.    

d. Any member who cannot work their plot for a prolonged period because of illness, absence  or 

any other circumstances must inform the secretary so the committee has any relevant information 

when carrying out plot inspections.  

e. Sub-letting all or part of an allotment is not permitted.  

f. Business use of the site is prohibited.   

2. Plot and site maintenance   

a. Garden waste generated on the allotment can be burned on site but only between October 1 and 

March 31 inclusive. Fires must not be started before 3pm (or 4pm when British Summer Time is in 

operation). They must not be left unattended. Please take into consideration weather conditions 

which could allow fires to have an adverse effect on our neighbours.   

b. Plotholders should bring onto the site only materials that can serve a useful gardening purpose. 

All waste material should be disposed of appropriately and legally. No rubbish is to be deposited on 

the roads, pathways or carparks.   

c. Each plotholder must allow 9" around their plot for a path, so that the paths between plots are a 

total of 18" wide. Each plotholder is responsible for the maintenance of the path which must be kept 

properly trimmed and free of rubbish and any other items.    

d. All plots must be kept tidy and well cultivated.   



e. Two committee members will carry out plot inspections during the first week of each month from 

March to October to ensure plots are being cultivated to the required standard and paths are being 

properly maintained. The committee retains the right to inspect at other times of year if necessary.   

f. If a plot fails an inspection, two other committee members will re-inspect it to give a second 

opinion before the committee decides whether or not to send a plot inspection failure letter.   

g. If a plot fails three inspections in a 12 month period the plotholder’s tenancy agreement will be 

terminated and the procedure detailed in Rule 1c (see above) will be implemented.  

3. Behaviour  

a. Plotholders should show consideration to other plotholders and people living nearby.  

b. Plotholders who bring children to the allotments are responsible for their safety and behaviour.   

c. No dogs are allowed on the allotments unless on a lead and under proper control. Any dog mess 

must be removed by the owner.       

d. The speed limit on the site is 5mph.   

e. For safety reasons cars exiting the allotment site must reverse back to the main car park if another 

car enters the site from Telegraph Road.  

f. If the committee considers that a member's conduct is harmful to the association it may, by 

resolution, require the member to attend a meeting of the committee to put his/her case. If the 

member does not attend the meeting or if the committee, after hearing the member's case, decides 

that his/her conduct was unacceptable, the member may be required to resign from the association 

or be expelled.   

g. The removal of produce or other items from another tenant's plot without their express 

permission will be deemed to be theft. Anyone found stealing will be liable to have their tenancy 

terminated immediately and be expelled from the association.  The committee’s decision is final.  

h. Any plotholder who wants to make a formal complaint must do so in writing to the secretary.  

4. General Rules  

a. Plotholders may not wash vegetables, tools or any other objects in the water tanks adjacent to the 

standpipes. This is to ensure that they do not become contaminated or silted up. Plotholders must 

not allow chemicals such as weedkiller, insecticide, etc, to contaminate the tanks.  

b. Hosepipes may not be used except for the filling of water butts.  

c. All structures and sheds on site must comply with the guidance laid down by Deal Town Council 

(which the letting officer must provide to all new plotholders).  

d. All sheds must have guttering, downpipe and water butt.  

e. A plotholder may keep a maximum of 10 hens. Cockerels are not permitted, nor are any other 

livestock. Plotholders who keep hens must  ensure they maintain good standards of animal 

husbandry to prevent any increased threats from rats, pigeons and other vermin. They should take 

care to avoid spilling any fodder. If any is spilled it should be cleared up immediately. Dedicated 

water feeders must be made available for the hens.   



f. A maximum of 4 trees is allowed per plot or half-plot. Trees should be planted away from paths 

and roadways and must not be allowed to exceed 6ft in height.  

g. If a plotholder's contact details change they should inform the secretary.  

5. Committee responsibilities  

a. It is the committee's responsibility to make all plotholders aware of the Association's constitution. 

It must hold an annual general meeting every year and organise other meetings if necessary.  

b. The committee will revise and amend the Association's rules if necessary and make plotholders 

aware of any changes.  

c. The committee will consist of a chairman, secretary, treasurer and 8 other members of the 

Association. The committee will be elected at the AGM.  

d. Any matters which are not covered in these rules will be dealt with by the committee at its 

members' discretion.   

 6. Termination of lease/expulsion of members  

All the above rules will be strictly enforced by the committee and are binding on plotholders. The 

Association will have the right of re-entry and possession of the ground for breach of or non-

compliance with any of the rules set out within this tenancy agreement.   

September 2015, amended October 2018 


